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PLANT RESOURCES OF TROPICAL AFRICA 

 FORIG PROJECTS 

Currently, FORIG is hosting two International pro-
grammes and carrying out a number of research projects. 
One of the programmes is Plant Resources of Tropical 
Africa (PROTA). PROTA is an international, not-for-
profit foundation. The mission of PROTA is to synthesize 
the dispersed information on the approximately 7,000 
useful plants of Tropical Africa and to provide wide ac-
cess to the information through Web databases, Books, 
CD-Rom’s and Special Products. It is known by the 
PROTA community as the millennium programme be-
cause it started in the year 2000.  

The PROTA Network 

The PROTA  network has two major coordinating offices, 
the Network office Africa (NOA), hosted at the World 
Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), Nairobi, Kenya and Net-
work office Europe (NOE), based at Wageningen Univer-
sity, the Netherlands. PROTA NOA coordinates six Re-
gional Offices in (Burkina Faso, Gabon, Ghana, Mada-
gascar, Malawi and Uganda) and  PROTA NOE coordi-
nates 2 Country Offices in France and United Kingdom. 
Each of the six Regional Offices caters for a number of 
catchment countries. 

How we work 

PROTA employs a unique three step strategy in the im-
plementation of its programme in order to bridge the gap 
between scientific information and end users. The three 
steps are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Synthesis, publication and dissemination of infor-
mation. The information is made accessible to tar-
get groups through handbooks, CD-ROMs and the 
PROTA web databases at www.prota.org. 

2. Intermediate stakeholder consultation process that 
culminates in a brainstorming workshop to identify 
candidate technologies, development gaps, research 
gaps, thesis subjects, conservation needs and policy 
measures. The end result from all these consulta-
tions is the publication of the PROTA recom-
mended series. 

3. End User Impacts (Pilot Projects). This is where 
information already published, especially candidate 
technologies is used in the development of small 
scale pilot projects targeting farmers and aimed at 
enhancing food security and reduction of poverty. 
This is normally done either through NGOs or gov-
ernment institutions. 
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SABBATICAL LEAVE 

 

Mr. K. A. Asamoah, Assistant Librarian of the Commer-
cialisation and Information Division has been offered a 
one-year sabbatical leave, effective 3rd November, 2008. 

 

Mr. Asamoah is tenable at the Garden City University 
College in Kumasi. 

Dr. P. Bosu of the Ecosystem Services and Climate Change 
Division, has been appointed an Adjunct Faculty Member 
of the Northern Arizona University. 

 

To Dr. Bosu, we all say “AYEEKO” and FORIG is indeed 
proud of you. 

PROTA - Ghana 
Forestry Research Institute of Ghana (FORIG) is the 
focal point of the Anglophone West Africa Regional 
Office. It has jurisdiction over 6 countries in West Af-
rica namely, Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Libe-
ria, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, and The core activities of the 
regional office are; 
 Collection and maintenance of three crucial data-

bases that contribute to PROTA’s mission.  
 Coordination of activities in catchment countries 
 Monitoring and evaluating small PROTA projects 

within the region 
  
The Anglophone West Africa Regional Office has al-
ways been at the forefront in terms of data mobilisation 
and efficient management of the office amongst all 
other Regional Offices in Africa.   
 
This has resulted in the winning of three certificates of 
excellence in 2004 for collecting and documenting high-
est number of Afrirefs and Expertise and for conducting 
the best surveys for ‘Grassroots’ organisations.  PROTA
-Ghana was also awarded the best Regional Office in 
Africa during the Regional and Country Officers meet-
ing held in Nairobi Kenya from  2nd - 5th March 2009. 

Achievements 
 
 A major success of PROTA has been the produc-

tion of  6 handbooks with high quality informa-
tion considered by African direct users as highly 
relevant and valuable. 

 PROTA’s handbooks and CDs now number 5,750 
with 2,400 users respectively. 

 Over 500 smallholder farmers have benefited 
from the six pilot vegetable projects implemented 
in Burkina Faso, Ghana, Kenya and Madagascar. 
Sixty five percent of these beneficiaries were 
women. 

 

Way Forward 

PROTA is to establish PROTA-Africa as an innovative 
International NGO with new focus to ensure sustainabil-
ity in Africa; and commission market studies and pilot 
projects on promising species and technologies to take 
advantage of economic opportunities and generate direct 
impact on the livelihoods of the people of Africa. 

 It also hopes to develop PROTA web database from a 
static encyclopaedia to an interactive information plat-
form (PROTA4U) on the useful plants of Tropical Af-
rica. 

  

ADJUNCT FACULTY MEMBER 
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STAFF PROMOTIONS 
The following research scientists have been promoted as follows: 

 Mrs. M. Sraku-Lartey, Head, Commercialisation and Information Division has been promoted from Senior Li-
brarian to Principal Librarian, effective 1st January, 2008. 

 

 Dr. L. C. N. Anglaaere of the Biodiversity and Land Use Division has been promoted from Research Scientist to 
Senior Research Scientist, effective 1st January, 2008. 

 

 Dr. K. A. Adam of the Biodiversity and Land Use Division has been promoted from Research Scientist to Sen-
ior Research Scientist, effective 1st January, 2007. 

 

Management and staff wish to congratulate them for a good work done. 

 
 COLLOQUIA PRESENTATIONS 

Four researchers at FORIG delivered presentations during 
the first quarter of  2009 and below are highlights of those 
presentations. 
  
Mr. G. Ametsitsi, made a presentation on the project, 
“Quality Control and Standardization of Ghanaian Wood 
Products”. This project started in August 2005 and it is 
hoped to end in 2009.  
 
The specific objective of the project is to develop and pro-
mote the application of quality control guidelines and 
standards for Ghanaian timber and wood products. 
 
As part of its achievements, the project has published fif-
teen Ghana Standards on Timber and Timber Products, 
two of which are: 
 
1. GS 145—1: 2007 Timber and sawn logs—

Specification for wood poles for overhead power 
and telecommunication. 

2.       FDGS 980 Furniture—Specification for Tables 

 
 

 
 

 
Most plants have medicinal uses and there is the need to 
conserve these plants. Dr. Owusu-Skyere gave a presenta-
tion on his new project titled “Conservation and Utilization 
of Medicinal Plants in Ghanaian Forest Fringe Communi-
ties (Ghana)”.  
 
The concept of the project is to ensure that medicinal plants 
are in sustainable supply to practitioners. The project 
started in 2009 and it is hoped that by the end of the year, a 
Rapid Diagnostic Appraisal (RDA) material would be pre-
pared as well as ranking of priority medicinal plant species 
for each selected community. 

A set of dining hall furni-
ture - product of   a Ghana-
ian wood 

Cont’d on Page  5 
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Studies on shoot borer attack on Mahogany has been on 
going since 2005 and is expected to end in 2009.  
 
Dr. Opuni-Frimpong, in his presentation on “Towards 
Sustainable Timber Production in Ghana; Stage 1, Im-
proving Shoot Borer Resistance and Developing Silvicul-
tural Systems to maximize Mahogany Plantation Suc-
cess’ emphasized the need to develop a “How To” Ma-
hogany Manual.  He again mentioned the importance to 
carry put pest management activity which would include 
the use of ants for biological control. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some of the successes of the project are the development 
of Identification of Tolerant Genotypes to the Mahogany 
Shoot Borer, Development of an In Vitro Tissue Culture 
Techniques for Mahogany, as well as the Development 
of a Technology for Mass Propagation of Mahogany 
Rooting of Cuttings. 

 
Persistent failure of indigenous species plantations in 
Ghana has resulted in shift to the establishment of exotic 
species plantations.  

 

 
 

 

Dr. Bosu, gave a presentation on the topic “Alternative 
Mixed Plantation Systems and Restoration Strategies for 
Conservation and Sustainable Production of Native Tim-
ber Species in Ghana: Observations, Patterns and Tips”. 
The project which has been on going since 2004 seeks to 
develop indigenous species plantations that offer protec-
tion for high-risk timber trees using mixing planting ap-
proach. 

 

Key outcomes of the project include the establishment of 
approximately eight hectares of experimental mixed in-
digenous species plantations, using different species in 
various combinations.  

An additional 5 hectares of trial plantations have also 
been established by volunteer farmers.  

Results from the experiments indicate that species which 
have higher vulnerability to pests attack experience 
lower incidence of attack when planted in mixtures.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROTA: ‘Unlocking the potential of African plants’ was 
presented by Mrs. Stella Britwum Acquah.  She reiter-
ated that work on PROTA 7(2): Timbers started in ear-
nest in January 2009 and authors are being sought to 
write manuscripts on 154 major species of Timbers.  She 
urged all scientists to participate  as authors.   

Hypsipyla Attack 

One of the experimental plots 
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IUFRO Meetings 
For a full list of IUFRO events, please visit http://www.org/events/calendar/current 
28 June-02 July, 2009 
IUFRO Tree Biotechnology International Conference 
Columbia, Canada   
Contact: IUFRO Tree Biotechnology Conference 2009 Conference Secretariat 
treebio2009@meet-ics.com 

  
 

ITTO MEETINGS 
10 July, 2009 
Children’s Environmental Education Conference on Tropical Forests 
Yokohama, Japan 
Contact: Kanako Sakaguchi 
sakaguchi@itto.org.jp or at http://www.itto.int/en/workshop 
 
 
 
 
 


